Safe placement of nasogastric tubes in children.
Insertion of nasogastric tubes is a common nursing procedure but practice rituals and unfounded assumptions can compromise safety. Current methods for checking the position of nasogastric tubes are not always suitable in children but there is limited guidance on how to proceed when gastric placement cannot be determined. As a result of a local adverse incident, a working party challenged the assumptions and rituals of practice using an evidence-based framework. A nasogastric tube algorithm was developed using a risk assessment approach to improve the safety of children in hospital and community settings.